Physical Science 
2018-2019
bones@dcpsmd.org
Teacher: Ms. Bone







Phone: 410-943-4511 













ext. 15701
Room Number: D-5
Office Hours: Every morning before first period. After school Tuesdays and Thursday by appointment

Course Description:
This course is designed to allow students to explore the basic concepts of physical science. Students will be introduced to the history and nature of the science. The course includes an introduction to the fundamental concepts of physics, chemistry, astronomy and earth science. Students will be encouraged to explore the relationship between science and everyday life.
Course Objectives: 

· Demonstrate an understanding of: scientific facts, concepts, techniques, terminology, methods of presenting scientific information and the scientific method.

· Apply and use: scientific facts, concepts, techniques, terminology, appropriate methods to present scientific information and the scientific methods.

· Construct, analyze and evaluate: hypotheses, research questions, predictions, scientific methods and techniques, and scientific explanations.

· Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation, perseverance and responsibility appropriate for effective scientific investigations and problem solving.

· Demonstrate the manipulative skills necessary to carry out scientific investigations with precision and safety.

Required Materials:

The required materials needed for this class are: A binder or section of a binder dedicated to the course, 1 Spiral Notebook (for interactive notebooks, recommend plastic cover), loose leaf paper and Writing Instruments (pencil or black/blue pen).  Recommended: Color Pencils 

Primary Text/Resources

· Holt. (2006). Science Spectrum: Physical Science. Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 
Units of Study:
· Earth Science

· Physical Science 

· Chemistry 
Grading Policy    

	Categories
	Percent of Total Term Grade
	

	Summative
	60%
	Summative Tests 45%

Summative Quizzes 25%

	Formative
	40%
	Formative Classwork/Homework 15%

Formative Labs/Projects 15%

	Please refer to the county calendar for a complete explanation of this year’s grading policy.


	Components of Course Grade calculations

	
	Q1
	Q2
	Midterm

Exam
	Q3
	Q4
	Final

Exam
	Course

Grade

	Percentage
	45%
	45%
	10%
	45%
	45%
	10%
	

	
	Semester 1 (S1)
	Semester 2 (S2)
	

	Y1
	50%
	50%
	100%


Grade sheets will be printed and given to students upon student(s) request.  All graded work must be retained for a minimum of two weeks after it is returned to guarantee that grades entered in the grade book are accurate. Checking grades are the responsibility of the student, and any appeals to published grades must be accompanied by the work in question. Any questions outside of school hours can be directed to the teacher email listed above or a message left to my school voicemail.  It is advisable that you retain papers for the duration of the semester to assist in studying for cumulative quizzes and the final exam.
Grading Scale: 

100-90% = A

89-80% = B

79-70% = C

69-60% = D

59-0 = E

Make-up work:

Make-up work can be completed for excused absences only as outlined in the student handbook. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain make-up work from the make-up work folder and communicate with the instructor.  The student will then have the time permissible outline in the student handbook to complete the assignment for credit. Any missing assignments at the time of grading will be given a 0 until completed. See Your Student handbook and the instructor for any additional questions. 
Student Responsibilities When Absent: 

· It is the student’s responsibility to get any class notes or discussion information missed.

· It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor and utilize the assigned location for missing work to determine what work was missed while absent this includes class notes, homework assignments, tests, quizzes, labs, and projects.

· Assignments that are not made up will receive a grade of zero (even if the absence is excused).  If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, the assignment will be due the day the student returns or it will be considered late.  If a test or quiz is missed due to an excused absence, a make-up time needs to be scheduled immediately upon a student’s return.  

Guidelines for Success: 

Classroom Rules:

· Manners and respect are fundamental expectations, always. This includes student to student interactions, as well as, student teacher interactions. 

· Be prepared and punctual every day. Tardiness will not be tolerated. 
· Attend to personal needs prior to class.

· Impolite and unnecessary behavior will not be tolerated.

· Cheating of any kind is inexcusable and will be dealt with as strictly as allowed by the student handbook.

· Abide by all school rules and policies.

· Use of the technology within this classroom is a privilege and will only be allowed with permission and for instructional purposes only. Permission will be indicated by the stop light signal located at the front of the room by the daily objectives. 
· Red- no use of phones at all 

· Yellow- some use of phones for instructional purposes only, wait for teacher prompting 

· Green- the use of cell phones is permitted for instructional purposes for the entirety of the class. Wait for teacher prompting 

Expectations:

· Students need to be present, prepared and participating

· Come to class on time with all required materials needed for that day (homework, writing utensil, notebook, binder). If you must leave the classroom to retrieve your materials and are not back in class before the late bell, you will be marked as tardy.
·  If you need to use the restroom, or go to the nurse, please DO NOT ASK TO LEAVE DURING THE FIRST 10 MINUTES OR THE LAST 10 MINUTES OF CLASS. That is a school policy and will be strictly enforced. Please be sure to sign in and out, take your agenda, and the hall pass. 
· Take time to read the objectives on the board, the activities that will be done, and the assignments that may be listed.

· Be respectful of the rights of others. This includes being respectful to the teacher, as well as, your peers. This does not include talking while instruction is taking place or getting off assigned task when group work is being done.

· Successful students must be self-disciplined to maintain their focus and ensure that they are not a distraction to other.  

· Ask me for help if you do not understand what you are doing. You may also ask your peers for help when appropriate. 
· Ask me for additional help after school when the need arises. I am a resource and more than willing to help anyone who takes the initiative to help themselves! 
Kagan
· Students will be participating in Kagan structures to improve communication and teamwork skills.  Participation in these activities is required to be successful in this class.  This is a nonnegotiable.

Cell Phones

· Students will be allowed to use their cell phone only at designated times during class for educational uses only.  A sign will indicate when it will be appropriate to use cell phones for educational purposes.  If you’re using your cell phone in an inappropriate manner (ie texting, calls, social media), Ms. Bone will request your phone and the appropriate discipline action will be taken.

· Ms. Bone is not responsible if your phone becomes misplaced during school hours.  Individuals assume full responsibility for their person electronic devices as well as their Board-assigned devices.  DCPS is not responsible for the loss of, or damage to, student or staff-own personal electronic devices (per DCPS calendar).

Extra help:

· I am available Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and most mornings (unless on duty) for tutoring.  I am also flexible and willing to schedule any other time that works for you to receive extra help. Just make sure to ask before coming in case there is a conflict. 
Consequences for Breaking Classroom Rules:

· Warning (verbal and nonverbal) 

· “Time Out”/ “Breather” with reflection and individual discussion
· Call/contact home 

· Lunch detention 

· After school detention 

· Write up/asked to leave classroom
*Certain behaviors may warrant the immediate dismissal of a student(s) from the classroom immediately at the teachers discretion in regards to the safety of  the class and to  remain focused on instructional minutes. *
Emergency Procedures 

· Posted on the classroom wall in the student center are copies of the emergency procedures plans. 

· The teacher will have a class copy of the emergency procedures and drills. 

· The students will receive additional copy of laboratory safety procedures and rules. 

· When exiting the building in an emergency, students are expected to remain orderly, quiet and respectful and transitioning to the classes safety zone. 

· Students are to follow all school rules and expectations regarding emergency drills
Please detach from the rest of the syllabus and return to Ms. Bone by _____________________ for a grade.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
I have read and understand the expectations and grading procedures for Ms. Bone’s Biology class.

Student Signature: 

____________________________________________
Printed Student Name:

____________________________________________
Date: _____________
Parent Signature: __________________________________________

Printed Parent Name: _______________________________________
Date: _____________
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